
P.
O

. B
ox

 1
66

1 
H

ol
la

nd
, M

I 
49

42
2 

 
 

 

A
dd

re
ss

 s
er

vi
ce

 r
eq

ue
st

ed

B
oa

rd
 M

em
be

rs
: 

B
ob

 E
be

ls
R

on
 a

nd
 J

an
e 

B
ro

uw
er

Jo
el

 G
la

sh
ow

er
 

O
sc

ar
 B

ar
ri

os
A

rt
 V

an
 W

yh
e

C
al

 D
oz

em
an

H
ug

o 
V

as
qu

ez
D

av
e 

K
op

pe
na

al

Prayer Requests
• for peace in the midst of continued 

political unrest in Miguel Aleman and the 
cartel threats.

• safety for the construction workers on the 
Eagle College building.

• for enthusiasm and commitment among 
the Eagle College Staff as they begin the 
new school year in August.

• wisdom for the administration as they 
consider adding Middle School and High 
School to the new School building.

www.hopeforkidsmexico.com

News from  
Hope for Kids • Mexico

  
Wed., Sept. 8 at 8 pm. 

 Midtown Auditorium  
96 West 15th Street 
Holland, MI 49423

 Doors open at 7pm. 

 Sponsored by Real Life 
Fellowship Church

 Proceeds for the building 
project of the new Eagle 
College Elementary 
School in Miguel 
Aleman, MX.

Marcel Arocha in Concert 

Blocks for the first floor have been laid. 

Now it’s time to purchase and lay blocks for 
the second floor! Please refer to the enclosed 
envelope on how you can help us do this.

To finish the wa
lls  

we need your h
elp!

Summer 2010



Fundraising Dinner
Approximately 200 people attended our annual 

“Hope For Kids Mexico” dinner at Immanuel 
church on May 20. Thanks to all our partners who 
came to hear the status of our building project and 
be blessed by the stories of Ron and Jane on how 
God is blessing the project. 

Pastor Ramon and Omar from Eagle College 
and Temple Belen church gave an inspirational 
report of how important this project is to the 
Miguel Aleman community and the children that 
attend Eagle College. With a Christ centered 
school God will give these children a hope and a 
future.

The theme for the night was “Let’s Build A 
Wall!” About $15,000 was raised for the cement 
blocks. “Praise God!” Those that could not attend 
please mark your calendar for next year’s dinner 
celebration in May of 2011.

Be Flexible!
Some reflections on teaching at Eagle College by Noelle 

Smallish. An expanded story can be read on our website.

I’ve been here since January of this year, teaching 

5th and 6th grade English. Life here, simply put, 

is not like life in Michigan. I had to be more 

flexible with my time, as many things were not as 

rigidly structured. Learning standards and style 

of the school were not those I had been taught. I 

needed an attitude of humility to adapt to this new 

environment.

In Mexican culture, relationships are often more 

intimate than we may be used to in the United 

States. Relationships come before both work and 

school. So, in Eagle College the parents tend to 

have a very personal relationship with school and 

staff, and it’s been so beautiful to see how the two 

interact so often and in such various ways. Sharing 

God’s love and the truth of Christ happens often. 

The staff regularly discuss with families how God’s 

hand has been at work in both the school and their 

own personal lives.

The current political situation in this country 

is unlike any I have ever experienced Yet the 

prayer of the people focus on faith and using 

circumstances to seek Him, as adverse as the 

circumstances may be. We have learned what 

it means to give all control over to God. Even 

students within the school have testified to seeing 

God’s hand in their lives in specific ways for their 

families even in the midst of the continuing drug 

cartel violence in the area.

The staff have a deep desire to follow God’s 

designs and to listen to His plans in everything 

done here at the school. God can work in 

mysterious ways, even in the most difficult of 

circumstances. They constantly give glory and 

praise to Him for that fact. 

Noelle Smallish, an Ann Arbor native and Calvin 

College graduate, shown with her 6th grade class and 

their Spanish teacher, Juan Muniz”

Bob Ebels

The Vision
Eagle College originated in the hearts of 

the two pastors of Templo Belen Church over 
20 years ago. Their dream was for a school in 
Miguel Aleman that would equip children to face 
the challenges of living in a border town. The 
construction of Eagle College is bringing hope 
to a community where drug trafficking and cartel 
association has become the norm. The school 
provides a quality Christian Education that focuses 
on the Bible and on learning the English language. 
The school has just completed the third year 
meeting in overcrowded facilities at the church. 
I have personally witnessed changes in the lives 
of many students and their families as a result of 
Eagle College’s influence. Sadly, we have had to 
turn away some because of the lack of classroom 
space. This new building is vital in transforming 
lives for Christ. Please consider your role as we 
bring hope to the next generation. We are claiming 
Jeremiah 29:11 (for these children). “For I know 
the plans I have for you, says the Lord. They are 
plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a 
Future and a Hope.”

Please help us make this promise real for  
these children.

Jane Brouwer

The following two incidents illustrate His ways. 

One day a husband and wife (parents) came to a 

chapel in a frustrated mood. Later they explained 

to the school that the student-led service had a 

powerful effect on what they were dealing with 

that day. They left in peace.

Another time, a city official came to greet the 

students and wish them a happy “Dia del Nino” 

(kid’s day), as he was doing at all of the school’s 

on that day. As he stood in front of the audience 

of students they thanked him for his visit with a 

round of applause and he received a few words 

from both our Pastor and our principal. When 

he walked out that day, he told Pastor Ramon 

and Ms. Consuelo that he had the sense that 

there was something unique about our school—a 

calmness and a peace that was unlike any he 

had felt at the other schools. Pastor Ramon 

later stressed that that was the power of Christ 

dwelling within our school--people walk in one 

way, and they leave changed.

I look forward to another year at Eagle College. 

I expect that God will stretch us in new ways 

to make an impact on the children here and the 

people around us, using us in ways we could 

never imagine. 


